
Africa - Frontier 
for the Next Green 
Economy



1. Renewable Energy Resources
◾Solar – 10TW (60% world’s solar potential)

◾ geothermal energy - 15GW

◾Wind –110GW

◾Hydropower – 350GW

2. Sustainable Agriculture
◾Uncultivated Global Arable land - 65%

3. Green Jobs
◾New Green jobs - 3.3million

Africa’s 
Climate 
Potential

4. Nature-Based Solutions
◾Global critical minerals - 35%

◾ Fisheries – $24bn;

◾Global Biodiversity – 25%

5. Circular Economy
◾Circular Economy market across sectors - $546bn

6. Climate Finance & Partnerships
◾Climate Finance Flow– ~US$43.7bn (2021/22)

◾Cost of climate action in NDCs - $2.6tn by 2030

◾Partnerships - Africa50 and AGIA for green infrastructure, Global 

funding for resilient development.



RENEWABLE ENERGY 

DEPLOYMENT AT SCALE1

MISSION 300

The Challenge: Nearly 600 million Africans lack power =

83% of the global energy deficit.

Solution: The World Bank Group & African Development Bank to 

connect 300 million people to electricity by 2030.

Focus
◾Deploying mini-grids and standalone solar solutions to bring 

power to remote, off-grid communities.

◾Catalysing infrastructure investment, driving comprehensive policy 
reforms, and mobilising private investment.

Financing Requirements:
◾Country Cohort: Total investment for Cohort 1st (12) and 2nd (20) 

exceeds $236bn

◾Public financing: $65bn and Private financing: $61bn

◾Regulatory reforms critical to unlock and mobilize 

investment

Status:
◾Pledged: $55bn pledged at the Africa Energy Summit 

in Dar es Salaam in January 2025.

◾Project Zafiri - Africa’s largest patient capital vehicle 
for the DRE sub-sectors at $1bn is being set up.

◾29 National Energy Compacts presented by Cohort 1 
and 2 countries in 2025. Ten more under development.

◾Partner Coordination Group established. 35+ MDBs, 

DFIs, donors, and philanthropies



GREEN JOBS & INNOVATION2

YouthADAPT – Empowering Africa’s 

Green Entrepreneurs
◾Drives climate adaptation and green job creation 

across Africa.

◾41 enterprises supported in 20 countries → 11,000 

jobs, 61% women, $7M mobilized.

Next phase:
◾Support 100 enterprises, mobilize $21M, 

create 40,000+ jobs, 50% women.

◾Train 1M youth in green entrepreneurship via 

the Sustainability Academy.

Enterprise Support:
◾ LaunchPad: 50 early-stage ($5K grants)

◾Accelerator: 30 enterprises ($100K grants)

◾ Investment Hub: 20 growth-stage with 

advisory support



NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS3

Value:
The Congo Basin’s ecosystem services value 
grew- $590bn (2000) - $1.15tn (2020); absorbs 

nearly 1.5 billion tons CO₂/yr 

Strategic Opportunities for Growth
Ecotourism, forest monitoring, value-added 
processing, and carbon markets to promote 

sustainable development and job creation

Challenges:
◾Governance- Low local government participation.

◾Low & unpredictable Climate finance

Participating Countries:
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Republic of the Congo, 
Gabon, Equatorial Guinea.

THE GREAT GREEN WALL 

INITIATIVE

Focus
To combat desertification, land degradation & climate change in 
the Sahel.

Bank’s Commitment:
$6.5bn pledged; $3.3bn mobilised since 2021; 102 projects.

Key Achievement:
Approved “Green Jobs for Land Restoration & Anti- Desertification” in 

Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger & Chad

Expected Results by 2030
◾100 million ha of degraded land restored

◾250 million tons of CO₂ sequestered

◾10 million green jobs created

THE CONGO BASIN



THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK’S 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY PROGRAMME4

COUNTRY-LED PLATFORM TO HARNESS THE 

CIRCULAR OPPORTUNITIES

Circular models could cut food loss and waste by 50% by 

2050 in Africa

Value of raw materials in Africa’s e-waste is $3.2bn

$4-6bn of plastic packaging value lost / year in Africa

Africa Textile Recycling Market projected to grow to USD 

12.8 Bn by 2031 in Africa

Circular opportunities in built environment as 70% of 

Africa’s buildings expected by 2040 yet to be built

A DEDICATED CIRCULAR ECONOMY 

TRUST FUND

More about ACEF

B. SME Business development support

Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Rwanda + Angola, 
Zimbabwe, Benin, Sao Tome & Principe 
in 2026

A. Enabling policy for circular 
economy

Development of Circular Economy 
roadmaps —Benin, Cameroon, Chad, 

Ethiopia, and 7 new countries in 2026.



• $37.4mn project (ADF + Govt); $15mn adaptation expansion

• 24,800 people and 83,000 livestock gaining year-round access to 
safe water

• Nature-based solutions: watershed restoration, soil & water 
conservation, beekeeping

• 78.5 km pipelines, 75 water kiosks, 49 livestock troughs powered 
by climate-smart wells

• Digital resilience: Early-warning systems for drought and floods

• Gender impact: ≥50%  women beneficiaries; WASH facilities 
boosting girls’ school retention

• Youth & Jobs: Women/youth-led enterprises in water & watershed 
management

Borana Resilient Water Development 

for Improved Livelihoods – Ethiopia

Theme:Climate-Resilient Water Systems 

for Pastoral Livelihoods

Port of Banjul 4th Expansion 

Project – The Gambia

Theme: Climate Resilient Coastal and Transport 

Infrastructure

Building water security 

and dignity in Ethiopia’s 

drought-prone 

highlands.

• $128.6mn total investment (AfDB+Govt+private concession)

• Strengthens West Africa’s coastal trade corridor and builds 
resilience to storm surges and flooding

• Hybrid PPP model: private partner designs, finances, and 
operates climate-proof port assets

• Efficiency gains: Reduced vessel turnaround to 5 days; 
anchorage wait down to 2 days

• Digital smart-port systems: real-time hazard monitoring & 
predictive scheduling

• Nature-based buffer: Restoration of Tanbi Wetlands 
mangroves protecting port and fisheries

“From vulnerability to 

resilience — the Banjul 

Port sets sail for a 

climate-smart future

AAAP SUPPORTED FLAGSHIP ADAPTATION INVESTMENTS5



CLIMATE FINANCE & PARTNERSHIPS6

◾Climate-finance flows: ~$43.7bn (2021/22)

◾Africa requires between $2.6 to 2.8 tn by 2030 to implement its NDCs

◾37 Low-income countries benefit from the Climate 

Action Window to promote adaptation, mitigation, & 
Policy interventions ($429million)

◾Africa Adaptation Acceleration Programme – Joint program 

AfDB and Global Center on Adaptation (GCA) $25m by 2025

Climate 

Finance

AfDB’s Climate funds for low- 

income countries (Africa Devt Fund)

Financing Adaptation

PARTNERSHIPS

Purpose: Project development and investment.

Focus: Renewable energy; Transport; Digital & Urban 

Infrastructure

Example Projects

◾Benban Solar Park (Egypt) – Africa’s largest solar PV park 

(1.65 GW), powering over 1 million homes.

◾Kigali Innovation City (Rwanda) – Smart, green, 

innovation-driven city integrating renewable energy and 

ICT infrastructure.

Purpose: Mobilize $10bn for green and climate-resilient 

infrastructure.

Example Projects

◾Green Rail & Logistics Corridors – Renewable-powered rail 

systems in Kenya, Tanzania, and Zambia

◾Climate-Resilient Urban Infrastructure Program –Green 

drainage, flood control, and resilient housing in coastal 

cities- Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, and Mozambique.



Global Call to Action: 
Partnering for 
Africa’s Green Future

1. Invest in Africa’s 

Green Economy
Tap into $2.6 trillion climate 
investment needs by 2030. 

High-growth sectors: 
renewable energy, circular 
economy, nature-based 

solutions. Scale the Climate 
Action Window of the Africa 

Development Fund

2. Partner 

with African 

Institutions
Collaborate with AfDB, 
Africa50, AGIA for 
scalable, bankable 

projects. Leverage 
platforms for co-financing 

and policy alignment.

3.  Empower Youth 

& SMEs
Support YouthADAPT 
and Sustainability 

Academy. Invest in green 
entrepreneurship and 
inclusive job creation.

4. Scale Circular 

& Nature-Based 

Solutions
Engage in e-waste 
recovery, sustainable 
packaging, green 

construction. Co-develop 
carbon markets and land 

restoration initiatives.

– “We are not here to negotiate our survival, we 

are here to design the next climate Economy“ 

Be part of it. It’s the smart thing to do!

Africa Climate 

Summit 2025
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