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Data sources: Global Carbon Budget, IEA, UNEP
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KEY NUMBERS

▪ 1st world emitter, 12 billion tons CO2

in 2024 (32% of global CO2emissions)

▪ 3rd country for historical climate 
responsibility (might pass EU27 soon)

▪ Leader of green technologies: 80% of 
solar panels, 60% of wind turbines 
and 50% of EVs are produced in China

▪ 29% of energy consumption is 
electric, China is aiming to become a 
first major electro-state

▪ 1st world coal supplier (58% of global 
coal supply)



MAIN CLIMATE TARGETS
(as of October 2025)

▪ Emissions peak forecasted for 2030, but 
it might occur earlier

▪ 25% of energy consumption from non-
fossil sources by 2030 (might be 
achieving this target earlier)

▪ 1.200 GW of solar and wind by 2030 
(already reached in 2024)

Decarbonization 
targets and policies: 
Highly Insufficient
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ANNOUNCED UPDATED TARGETS
(24th September 2025)

▪ 7-10% net emissions cut by 2035 from 
peak levels (for the first time China 
commits about an absolute reduction)

▪ 30% of energy consumption from non-
fossil sources by 2035. Coal 
consumption has decreased from 70% 
to 43% since 2000.

▪ 3.200 GW of solar and wind by 2035 

▪ net-zero by 2060, might occur earlier
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WHAT TO EXPECT FROM 2025? 

▪ Good news: emissions have been declining 
steadily in the past months and 2025 might be a 
decoupling year, as CO2 emissions are declining 

while the economy is rising (+4,8% expected)

▪ Mixed bag from the power sector: both solar 

(+200-300 GW) and coal (+80-100 GW) power 
plants are expected to set records in 2025

▪ 2025 possibly hitting a new record of 14 million 

EV sales (ca. 50% of new cars and 70% of global 
sales). 1 in 10 cars is already electric in China.

▪ China is struggling with oversupply of green 
technologies and change of supporting 
policies. Impacts for green growth? 

Data sources: IEA, World Bank, Global Carbon Budget, Carbon Brief
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“Green and low-carbon transformation 
is the trend of our times. Despite some 
countries going against the trend, the 

international community should stay on 
the right track, maintain unwavering 
confidence, unwavering action, and 

undiminished efforts” 
Xi Jinping (24th September 2025)
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